First-time Austrian entrant does
enough to claim overall Tri-Series title.
Words & photos: Andy McGechan/BikesportNZ.com

A

man with no prior knowledge of superbike racing in New Zealand
defied the odds to wrap up the 2014 Suzuki Series, the country’s
biggest season-opening pre-nationals competition, at the third
and final round in Wanganui on Boxing Day.
Racing on the notorious Cemetery Circuit, around the public streets of
Wanganui, was the third new track he had tackled during his Kiwi racing
debut, but, once again Austrian visitor Horst Saiger proved himself a fast
learner.
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Although he didn’t win the day at Wanganui’s final round of the Suzuki
Series - that honour instead going to vastly-experienced former New
Zealand superbike champion Tony Rees (Honda CBR1000RR), of
Whakatane, now a four-time winner at Wanganui - the Kawasaki-mounted
Saiger still did enough to clinch the formula one class overall.
Saiger, a Liechtenstein resident, took his Red Devil racing Kawasaki
ZX-10R to finish third in the first of two Formula One/Superbike races on
Boxing Day and backed that up with a solid fifth in the next race, enough

Horst Saiger - Tri-Series Winner

for him to win the series outright, finishing the competition three points
clear of Taupo’s Scott Moir (Promoto Suzuki GSX-R1000). Saiger also
finished fifth in the Robert Holden Feature Race.
Saiger had stunned the Kiwi superbike fraternity when he scored
back-to-back wins at the series opener at Hampton Downs at the start of
December and then maintained his advantage with 5-2 results at round
two at Manfeild, near Palmerston North, a week later.
He arrived at Wanganui with a healthy 10-point lead over Moir and, with

no prior knowledge of the unique public streets circuit, he wisely decided
that a cautious approach was in order.
But the likeable 43-year-old still managed to put on a show for the postChristmas crowd.
“It was great to come here and win this series... but I was always
counting up the points in my head during the races. It was hard to pass
the riders, especially with me not knowing the circuit,” said Saiger.
“I pushed hard to win the final race but felt I was riding over the edge.
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obody would be surprised if
internationally-renowned British bike
racer Maria Costello, MBE, decided to
pack up and move to New Zealand.
Costello, from Northampton, made Tauranga
her home while in the country to contest the
2014 Suzuki Series and she’s fallen in love
with every part of the country. It was actually
the third visit Downunder for the 41-year-old
Costello in 2014.
The first solo woman rider to achieve
a podium finish at the notorious Isle of
Man street course, she was invited to the
Australian edition of the Barry Sheene
Memorial at Sydney’s Eastern Creek in April
and then raced at New Zealand’s Hampton
Downs leg of the series at Labour Weekend,
before adding a Manfeild club meeting to
her itinerary.
She struck up a friendship with Kiwi sidecar
racing husband and wife Steve and Tracey
Bryan and so loved her time in New Zealand

that she returned to tackle the Suzuki Series
later in the year, tackling two classes and
finishing 23rd overall (out of 35 entrants) in
the Formula Three/Superlite class and eighth
outright (out of 24 entrants) in the Bears (nonJapanese bikes) class.
A regular at the TT and Classic TT events,
Costello has raced in the United States, South
Africa, Australia and now she has added the
New Zealand stamp to her passport.

<< Costello in love
		
with Kiwi life
Everything was getting a bit out of control.”
Despite this, Saiger set the fastest time of the
day. “I’d love to come back and race in New
Zealand again if everything can be worked out.
I really enjoyed it. I was made most welcome.”
It is interesting to note that Saiger captured
the series win on exactly the same Kawasaki
ZX-10R motorcycle that Hamilton’s Nick Cole
had used to win the previous series in 2013.
In the Formula Two 600cc class, it was a
successful title defence for Manukau plumber
Toby Summers (R&R Powersports Bike Torque
BikesportNZ.com Yamaha R6). He arrived at the
Suzuki Series final round in Wanganui with
a 12-point buffer over Auckland’s Daniel
Mettam (Colemans Suzuki GSX-R600).
Although not content to rest on his laurels
and pushing hard for the wins on Boxing Day,
Summers had to bow to the superiority of
Hawke’s Bay’s Adam Chambers (Wolf Pack
Honda CBR600RR).
However, by finishing runner-up at Wanganui,
Summers was able complete the job he’d
started at the series opener at Hampton
Downs at the start of the month and had then
enhanced at the second round at Manfeild
a week later.
But the 41-year-old Summers was
disappointed nonetheless because he likes to
win races and, after storming to an impressive
first series win the previous season, he wanted
to improve upon that this time around. He did
- eventually finishing the 2014 series a healthy
14 points ahead of Mettam - although that still
wasn’t good enough for the man who is his
own harshest critic. “I won the war but I lost the
battle today,” said Summers. “I got what I went
to Wanganui for, the series title outright, and I’m
pretty happy with that, but I always want to win.
“Winning this series was a good warm-up for
the nationals. I’ve gone all through the winter
without racing, so just to be back on a bike and
doing so well is a good thing.”
It is uncertain whether the Suzuki Series
would be an accurate litmus test for the fourround New Zealand Superbike Championships
to follow, with superbike winner Saiger not
staying on to compete at the nationals and a
handful of leading riders, such as Christchurch’s
John Ross and Invercargill’s Jeremy Holmes,
being no-shows for the Suzuki Series.
Other riders, such as Auckland’s Jaden
Hassan and the Hoogenboezem brothers from
Christchurch, Alistair and James, produced
very impressive performances during the Suzuki
Series but not entered for all three rounds and
were therefore unable to finish on the podium.
With the form shown by 20-year-old Hassan
at rounds one and two of the Suzuki Series,
he could easily rate as favourite to win the New
Zealand superbike crown in 2015.
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LEADING 2014 SUZUKI SERIES
FINAL STANDINGS:

Scott Moir

Formula One Superbikes:
1. Horst Saiger (Austria, Kawasaki) 124 points
2. Scott Moir (Taupo, Suzuki) 121
3. Tony Rees (Whakatane, Honda) 115
4. Sloan Frost (Wellington, Suzuki) 101
5. Dennis Charlett (Christchurch, Suzuki) 92
Formula Two:
1. Toby Summers (Manukau, Yamaha) 129
2. Daniel Mettam (Auckland, Suzuki) 115.5
3. Rhys Holmes (Katikati, Yamaha) 98.5
4. Adam Chambers (Clive, Honda) 94.5
5. Shane Richardson 89

Tony Rees
Formula Three:
1. Leigh Tidman (Taumarunui, Honda) 133
2. Hayden Fitzgerald (New Plymouth, Suzuki) 132
3. Gavin Veltmeyer (Auckland, Suzuki) 97
4. Avalon Biddle (Orewa, Suzuki) 96
5. Royd Walker-Holt (Auckland, Kawasaki) 94
Supermoto:
1. Duncan Hart (Tauranga, Yamaha) 129
2. Richard Dibben (Wanganui, Honda) 125
3. Aden Brown (Wanganui, Suzuki) 120
4. Anthony Gerring (Waihi, Suzuki) 92
5. Richard Swain (Wanganui, Honda) 90
F1 Sidecars:
1. Aaron Lovell/Tracey Bryan (Hamilton) 150
2. Adam Unsworth/Stu Dawe (Auckland) 135
3. Chris Lawrance/Richard Lawrance (Auckland) 96
4. Spike Taylor/Astrid Hartnell (Masterton/Wanganui) 78
5. Corey Winter/Tim Shepherd (Wanganui) 70

Toby Summers

Post Classic Senior:
1. Eddie Kattenberg (Te Awanga, Bimota) 141
2. Paul Wootton (Waikanae, Suzuki) 118
3. Sean Donnelly (Paraparaumu, Kawasaki) 115
4. Paul Russell (Auckland, Suzuki) 100
5. Phil Duxbury (Auckland, Suzuki) 95.
Post Classic Junior:
1. Jason Hulme (Marton, Honda) 153;2. Shayne Lawrey
(Hamilton, Yamaha) 124
3. Steven Gregg (Masterton, Honda) 122
4. Terry Moran (Wellington, Kawasaki) 81
5. Nigel Lennox (Auckland, Kawasaki) 63
BEARS (non-Japanese bikes):
1. John Oliver (Feilding, BMW) 152
2. Travis Moan (Auckland, BMW) 119
3. Dwayne Bishop (Wanganui, Aprilia) 94
4. Jason Bardell (Wanganui, Aprilia) 88
5. Robert Groves (Lower Hutt, Triumph) 86.

Richard Dibben
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